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Race to the Finish
Marlon Stöckinger speeds it up on the road to Formula One
Most 19-year-olds, when asked about what they’re passionate about or what they want to pursue, will probably not be able to come up with a definitive answer. But Filipino-Swiss racer Marlon Stöckinger is a rare exception to the rule. Having discovered his dream at the tender age of 9, this young achiever certainly knows what he wants and is extremely determined to get it.
According to Marlon, when he went go-karting for the first time (his first hands-on exposure to a racing sport), it was ‘love at first drive’. “It wasn’t until I actually tried go-karting that I developed a love for racing,” he shares. “The moment I placed my hands on the wheel, there was an instant connection—and I knew then that it was something that I wanted to pursue and excel in.” 
Marlon, who began racing professionally in 2006 (even emerging as champion in his first race!), already has a series of impressive accomplishments under his belt: Philippine Rotax Max Champion (2004-2007), Asian Karting Champion (2006), Formula BMW Pacific Scholarship Winner (2008), and several podium finishes, pole positions, and even a win in the 2009 Formula Renault UK Winter Series and Formula Renault UK 2010, among others.
His most commendable achievement to date is placing 8th in Formula Renault UK 2010, making him the first-ever Filipino to win a Formula race in Europe—and this has all the more given him the drive and the determination to push forward.
Ultimately, his end goal is clear: become a successful Formula One driver. And to get there, he must go through 2 more racing series—the GP3 and GP2 Series—that will test his mettle against a crop of equally-passionate young racers.
Supported by Formula One Management founder Bernie Ecclestone, the GP3 Series boasts of a driver lineup from more than 18 countries worldwide. It is considered an important training ground for sister series GP2, which is the last and the most successful feeder series before advancing to Formula One—thus making it a vital step every aspiring F1 racer must ideally take.
Now preparing to train for the 2011/12 GP3 series, Marlon is about to enter what may be the most crucial part of his racing career to date. “All the sacrifices I have made to pursue my passion has led to this make-or-break point, and there’s no turning back,” he says firmly. “And now, more than ever, the next few races will not just be about me. Beyond fulfilling my dream, I also want to show the world that Filipinos can stand out and make their mark in the international racing arena. My vision is to solidly put the Philippines in the racing map.”
With a strong support system in the form of his family and closest friends, Marlon is resolute in doing them and his country proud. “Not everyone realizes this, but racing is a team sport—and that team extends to your supporters outside the races. I am extremely grateful that I have my family and friends to talk to, as they reaffirm to me everyday that I have this amazing opportunity to close in on my dream. I believe that now is the time to really do what I need to do in order to finish well.”
For updates on Marlon Stöckinger and his journey to Formula One, visit http://www.marlonstockinger.com or join the Marlon Stöckinger Facebook fan page at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marlon-Stockinger/394105152801, or follow Marlon on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/imstockinger. 






